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INTRODUCING ATLANTA

LET’S GO, ATLANTA! The capital city of the peach state of Georgia, Atlanta is a city brimming 
with history, food, music and sports. From its place in the Civil Rights Movement to championship 
college football, Atlanta has something for everyone. There are more than 490,000 people living 
inside city limits, and the metropolitan area boasts over 6.2 million people. The area’s economy is 
the 8th largest in the U.S. and is home to headquarters of some of the world’s most recognizable 
brands including The Coca-Cola Company, Home Depot, Chik-fil-A, Mercedes-Benz USA and 
Norfolk Southern Railway. 

Business categories in this southern town include logistics such as shipping, and the fact that 
Atlanta started as a railroad hub still influences business to this day. In addition to rail giants 
Norfolk Southern and CSX, Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport helps move goods 
all over the country. Media, including CNN (Cable News Network), various Turner broadcasting 
channels, and Cox Enterprises, the nation’s third largest cable television provider all make their 
homes here. 

A racially diverse city, Atlanta has seen an ebb and flow of population from pre-Civil War to the 
New Great Migration to today’s booming suburbs and business climate. Because of the Fortune 
500 companies that make up part of the city’s business fabric, people from all over the world 
relocate to Atlanta and establish their lives and families here. In 2021, the median age in Atlanta 
of 33 years old and the median household income is just over $69k. The city is also known for its 
commitment to making LGBTQ residents and visitors feel at home. 

History is woven into the fabric of this city, and you can’t think of Atlanta without thinking of how 
it has seen our nation change. The Atlanta History Center in the Buckhead area is a 33-acre site 
that concentrates on Atlanta’s and Georgia’s place in U.S. history and is a great place to discover 
more about the state and city. If you want to learn more about the Civil Right era, The Martin 
Luther King, Jr. National Historical Park is an excellent place for visitors. You can also tour his home 
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INTRODUCING ATLANTA

with the National Park Service, and get a guided tour of the Vine City neighborhood where  
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. grew up. Other notable sites in Atlanta include Centennial Olympic Park, 
the Margaret Mitchell House, the Herndon Home, and The Museum of the Jimmy Carter Library. 

Today, Atlanta is booming and it shows. The city welcomes large corporations and scrappy start-ups 
by offering a lower cost of doing business than other cities its size. The presence of organization-
centric amenities and a growing, diverse workforce allows businesses to flourish in this southern city. 
This includes the presence of a favorable tax structure, robust logistics, higher education hubs, travel 
access, technology, and infrastructure that helps businesses reach their goals. 

During our visit to Atlanta, we will share ideas about business, community and culture with 
Atlanta’s representatives to expand and strengthen RVA’s economic and social fabric to help  
our region move forward. 

Pictured top-left, counter-clockwise: Glenn Hotel Mural ©Chris Watkins, Fox Theatre ©ACVB Marketing, Georgia Aquarium ©Georgia Aquarium,  
The Varsity ©Chris Watkins, Atlanta Downtown ©Gene Phillips, Courtesy of ACVB & AtlantaPhotos.com
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TRIP AGENDA

Spring is a great time 
to be in Atlanta. After 
you arrive and get 
settled into our beautiful 
downtown hotel, why not 
kick things off with a fun 
activity with a couple of 
your RVA friends? 

The Georgia Aquarium  
The largest aquarium in the 

Western Hemisphere, the Georgia 

Aquarium, is a perfect place to 

immerse yourself under the sea. 

The Ocean Voyager gallery is a 

good place to start with its large 

viewing window, bubble window 

and domed tunnel. From there, you 

can gaze at the sharks, laugh at the 

penguins and get a thrill as a manta 

ray glides past. 

Vine City Walking Tour  
Venture out for a walking tour of 

the Vine City residential district 

which was home to cultural heroes 

such as Martin Luther King, Jr. It 

was founded in the mid-1800s 

and was known as a place for 

Black residents to build houses 

and businesses. Today it includes 

beautiful homes, street art, Rodney 

Cook Sr. Park and a variety of local 

places to eat and drink. 

Brewery Tour 
For something different, check out 

a Brewery Tour and sample different 

beers and other beverages as you 

become familiar with Atlanta’s 

neighborhoods. Whether you’re 

partial to an IPA, a hard cider or 

something in between, you can find 

it in the city’s bubbling beer culture. 

DAY 1 	 |  TUESDAY, APRIL 30

BONUS TIP: After you get off of the plane, consider taking Atlanta’s 
MARTA (Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority) train into the 
city. It’s fast, economical and drops passengers less than a block 
away from our hotel. 

1:00 – 5:00 PM 	 Participant Check-In | Ritz-Carlton
World-class service and an ideal location in the heart of downtown 
are why we’ve chosen The Ritz-Carlton, Atlanta for our stay. Make 
yourself at home in newly renovated guest rooms and suites 
featuring elegant Southern design, stunning views and integrated 
technology. The modern bar and steakhouse, AG, is a premier place 
to meet up with old friends and new acquaintances. Or stop by 
the Jittery Joe’s Coffee Bar to get ready for your day. You can also 
grab a nightcap at the Lumen Lounge featuring food, drinks and 
entertainment that are locally sourced and globally inspired. There’s 
also a fitness center open to those who want to maintain their 
workout schedule while they’re here. 

5:00 – 7:00 PM	 Welcome Reception:  
	 The Gathering Spot
	 Sponsored by Hirschler

	 Welcome Remarks from Mayor Adre Dickens

Welcome to The Gathering Spot for our evening reception. This 
private club features a full restaurant, bar, co-working space and 
event venue, and is meant to bring people of the diverse community 
together in Atlanta. Located in the North Yards Business Park, it’s 
part of an historical railroad landmark harkening back to the days of 
the city’s railroad culture. 

Mayor’s Welcome  | Get a unique perspective on Atlanta from Mayor 
Dickens who is dedicated to serving his community. 

A proud native of our host city, Mayor Dickens was sworn in in 
January 2022. Before that he served as an at-large member of City 
Council and sat as Chairman of the Transportation Committee. Mayor 
Dickens focus is to help the city become a community of safe, health, 
connected neighborhoods with a culture of equality, upward mobility, 
youth empowerment and a dependable government all moving 
toward a city poised for the future. 

Join us as we start the week in this exceptional venue that celebrates 
and powers the community of this city.

	 ALL DAY TRAVEL TO ATL
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DAY 2 	 |  WEDNESDAY, MAY 1

7:00 AM	 Breakfast
Join conference attendees in The Grand Ballroom from 7:00 to 8:30 am. If you’re interested  
in a quick start to the day, you can pop into Jittery Joe’s Coffee Bar located in The Ritz-Carlton.

8:00 AM	 Welcome Remarks

8:15 AM	 Welcome to ATL! 
	 Sponsored by Gresham Smith

	 Christ Clark, President & CEO, Georgia Chamber (Invited)

Georgia Chamber Welcome | For over 100 years the Georgia Chamber of Commerce has worked 
to keep, grow and create jobs to make Georgia a better state for business. Chris Clark will provide a 
unique perspective on expanding  Georgia’s global competitiveness in attracting new investment and 
creating opportunity and prosperity for all. 

8:45 AM	 Business Investment in ATL 
	 Sponsored by Meta

Business is big in Atlanta whether you’re talking about Fortune 500 companies, tech start-ups or 
the entrepreneurs that you’ll find all over this region. Join this moderated chat with leaders from 
some of Atlanta’s largest companies as we explore the impact these organizations have had on the 
growth of the city thanks to decades of continual investment by the business community. You’ll 
hear how years of partnerships and planning has spurred development to strengthen the city and 
its economic fabric.

RVA TAKEAWAY  |  Business is an important driver for our region and the push to  
bring new organizations to town — and keep the ones that we have — is vital to our growth  
into the next decade. 

APRIL 30–MAY 2, 2024
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TRIP AGENDA

9:35 AM	 One Great Region 
	 Sponsored by Greater Richmond Partnership 

	 Mike Alexander, Chief Operating Officer, Atlanta Regional Commission 
	 Moderator: Martha Shickle, Executive Director, PlanRVA

 The Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) helps the Atlanta region work for everyone so residents 
can have a brighter future. It assists local governments with community planning including 
regional transportation, aging services, water resources management, workforce development, and 
homeland security through data-informed planning and investments.

Hear Mike Alexander, COO of ARC, speak on how economic mobility and inclusion are part of 
Atlanta’s path forward. From changes in population growth, education and entrepreneurship to 
housing challenges, job opportunities and racial disparities, Atlanta and other metro regions are 
feeling the pressures. His discussion will highlight how cities have changed over time and how 
residents and communities will have to adapt to be a welcoming equitable place for all. After, there 
will be a moderated Q&A session. 

RVA TAKEAWAY  |  Our region has a diverse and growing population with a wide range  
of incomes, education and abilities. By understanding how ARC approaches their opportunities,  
we can learn how to include all residents in our planning. 

10:20 AM 	 rva perspective | Roundtable to gather insights and discuss  
	 how we can use information gleaned from this informative session. 

10:35 AM	 Building Black Wealth 
	 Sponsored by Altria

	 Jay Bailey, President & CEO, Russell Innovation Center for Entrepreneurs (RICE)  
	 Moderator: Kathryn Fessler, Senior Director, Community Impact, Altria

While Atlanta is the center for the nation’s highest number of Black entrepreneurs per capita, Black 
people have been largely excluded from the economy. That’s what drives Jay Bailey to ensure 
RICE provides a sense of belonging, increased direct spend and collaboration,  readiness and tools 
to scale and sustain to aspiring Black entrepreneurs. Hear his perspective during an informative 
presentation and then enjoy a moderated Q & A including how Atlanta business leaders are working 
to encourage and build Black wealth. 

RVA TAKEAWAY  |  With a Black population of over 40%, Richmond is poised to nurture  
and support Black businesses. Let’s explore how we can drive opportunities further in RVA. 

11:20 AM 	 rva perspective | Roundtable to gather insights and discuss  
	 how we can use information gleaned from this informative session. 
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11:35 AM	 Atlanta BeltLine: Connecting All
	 Sponsored by Richmond Region Tourism

	 Clyde Higgs, President & CEO

More than walking trails, Atlanta’s BeltLine is one of the most wide-ranging urban redevelopment 
programs in the U.S. The extensive system of public parks, multi-use trails, transit, and affordable 
housing is set along a 22-mile former railroad corridor. 

For this morning session, Clyde Higgs, President & CEO of BeltLine will speak to the history of the 
project and how it is helping to make the city of Atlanta a shining example of how to conceive, 
plan, and execute an urban project that is equitable, inclusive and sustainable. 

With the addition of the BeltLine and its continuing growth, the city has seen $10 billion in 
economic development, 50,000 permanent jobs, 5,600 units of affordable workforce housing, 
1,100 acres of environmental clean-up, 1,300 acres of new greenspace plus public art, improved 
streetscapes and miles of pedestrian-friendly rail transit. Learn how Atlanta’s drive and 
commitment helped make this city gem a reality. 

RVA TAKEAWAY  |  Our region has wonderful areas such as the Virginia Capital Trail,  
the low-line trial and the Fall Line Trail (under construction) for our residents. This session  
can help generate additional ideas that we can take home with us about how to strengthen  
the spaces we have and develop more over time while ensuring that everyone has the 
opportunity to benefit from these assets.

12:15 PM	 Lunch | The Carter Center 
	 Sponsored by Bon Secours

Founded on the humanitarian principles of Founders Jimmy and Roslyn Carter, The Carter Center 
is committed to waging peace, fighting disease and building hope. Located on the same grounds 
as The Jimmy Carter Library and Museum, The Center is known as a place for sharing ideas, 
research and connecting organizations and leaders to help move the mission forward. 

Join us as we gather the reflect on the impact that we all can have on lives in our cities and around 
the world. 

1:45 – 4:00 PM	 AFTERNOON TRACKS

TRACK 1 	 The Battery Atlanta®
	 Sponsored by TowneBank

	 Dana Johnson, Chief Operating Officer, Cobb Chamber of Commerce 
	 Lauren Abernathy, Vice President, Marketing, Atlanta Braves

Billed as the South’s preeminent lifestyle destination, The Battery Atlanta® offers a year ‘round 
entertainment experience with Truist Park, home of the Atlanta BravesTM, at the center of it all. 
From baseball games and name-brand shopping to a 4,000-seat music venue at Coca-Cola 
RoxyTM, acclaimed restaurants and unique nightlife, The Battery has something for everyone. 
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For this experience, there will be a walking tour of The Battery followed by a discussion at the Cobb 
Chamber of Commerce with Braves and Chamber representatives. Learn how this urban space was 
developed and transformed into a successful family-friendly (and dog welcoming!) entertainment 
destination that both residents and visitors enjoy. Then, link these learnings to our own city. 
Richmond’s Diamond District is poised to be the next big redevelopment site in the city and there 
are a ton of opportunities waiting to be unlocked. This discussion in Atlanta is fuel for our vision of 
what’s to come. 

Location: Cobb Chamber of Commerce, 1100 Circle 75 pkway #1000, Atlanta, GA 30339

TRACK 2	 Cultivating Entrepreneurs at RICE
	 Sponsored by West Cary Group

Building Black businesses and Black wealth is the focus of the Russell Innovation Center for 
Entrepreneurs (RICE). As a business generator it helps small business owners and entrepreneurs 
who are ready to innovate and grow. Its mission is to open pathways to all the possibilities that 
Black business people need to be their most successful by offering education, expert mentors, in-
house partners, and a welcoming coworking environment. 

Take a tour of the facility during this track and learn about the impact RICE is making in Atlanta. 
Since its inception in 2019, RICE has served more than 350 full-time stakeholder entrepreneurs 
and reached over 10,000 people with extended outreach and networking. As a city that is moving 
swiftly toward the future, Atlanta is lucky to have RICE as a beacon to Black business owners, Black 
leaders and all who call the city home. 

Location: Russell Innovation Center for Entrepreneurs - RICE, 504 Fair Street SW, Atlanta, GA 30313

TRACK 3	 The Aerotropolis Atlanta Blueprint
	 Sponsored by ColonialWebb

	 Shannon James Sr. President & CEO, Aerotropolis Atlanta Alliance, Inc. 
	 Gerald McDowell, Executive Director, Atlanta Airport Community Improvement District

Cities like Atlanta and Richmond are working to attract businesses, create more jobs and nurture an 
environment that’s welcoming to organizations and their workforce. The Blueprint from Aerotropolis 
Atlanta is the culmination of research, partnerships and strategies that can guide economic 
investment, job growth and quality of life in the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport 
area. The lynchpin is the zone surrounding the busiest and most efficient airport in the world. As 
Georgia’s largest employer, it generates $34.8 billion in economic impact for metro Atlanta and 
provides more than 63,000 jobs on-site. 

During this track, there will be a bus tour of Aerotropolis and a panel discussion. You’ll learn how 
the Blueprint was conceived and what its goals are. Spearheaded by Aerotropolis Atlanta Alliance, 
a public-private partnership, the Blueprint guides, connects and helps the region as it evolves for 
the future. Focus areas for the project are economic development, workforce development and 
community development. 

Location: Woodward Academy, 1662 Rugby Ave, College Park, GA 30337 

TRIP AGENDA
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TRACK 4	 Braven at Spelman
	 Sponsored by Boys and Girls Clubs of Metro Richmond, Communities in Schools  
	 of Richmond, and YMCA of Greater Richmond

	 Che Watkins, Executive Director, Braven 
	 Venetta Coleman, Ph.D., C’88, Director of Institutional Effectiveness, Director of the Quality 
		  Enhancement Placement, Spelman College 
	 Tim Cairl, Senior Director, Educated Workforce, Public Policy, Metro Atlanta Chamber

Braven’s mission is to empower promising, underrepresented young people—first-generation 
college students, students from low-income backgrounds, and/or students of color—with the skills, 
confidence, experiences, and networks necessary to transition from college to strong first jobs, which 
lead to meaningful careers and lives of impact.

During this track, Spelman students will offer guided tours of the campus and then participate in a 
panel discussion. Highlights will focus on the how the support of this organization helps students 
make the most of their higher education and contributes to their success along with the success of 
their families, community and employers after graduation. 

Location: Spelman College, 350 Spelman Ln SW, Atlanta, GA 30314 

6:00 – 7:30 PM	 Evening Reception | National Center for Civil and Human Rights 
	 Sponsored by Dominion Energy

Atlanta is a cradle of history for the civil 
rights movement and many leaders, including 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. called the city 
home. The National Center for Civil and 
Human Rights is both a museum and home to 
a vibrant human rights organization that gives 
voice and power to all fighting for justice for 
citizens around the world. Here visitors can 
experience everything from performances 
and book talks to lectures. This evening’s 
reception allows you to immerse yourself in 
the hope for justice and dignity for all while 
being surrounded by immersive exhibits that 
will educate and inspire. 

APRIL 30–MAY 2, 2024

Optional Group Dinners
This evening, gather together with colleagues and new 
acquaintances for small group dinners throughout the area. 
ChamberRVA has made special reservations at several 
venues and you can sign up with your track registration. 

National Center for Civil and Human Rights ©Chris Watkins

Fried Chicken ©Sheretha Bell, ACVB
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DAY 3 	 |  THURSDAY, MAY 2

7:00 AM	 Breakfast
Dig into a breakfast buffet with other conference attendees for a casual start to the day in The Grand 
Ballroom or grab a coffee at Jittery Joe’s.

8:30 AM	 Opening Remarks 
Start the day with our quick touch-base remarks as we introduce discussions and activities available 
today.

8:35 AM	 Building Prosperity: Investing in Affordable Housing
	 Sponsored by Astyra and Richmond Association of REALTORS®

	 Panelists: 
	 Joel Dixon, Co-Principal, urban Oasis Development and President, Catalyst Investment Partners 
	 Sarah Kirsch, Managing Director, Housing Funds, Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta  
	 John O’Callaghan, President & CEO, Atlanta Neighborhood Development Partnership  
	 Moderator: Jovan Burton, Executive Director, Partnership for Housing Affordability

Housing is an essential issue for growing metropolitan areas. As employers expand and population 
increases, most regions are faced with how to create an attractive environment to live for future 
residents while ensuring that existing residents are not pushed out. According to rental website 
Zumper, rent for a one-bedroom apartment in Atlanta has increased 50% since 2014 and has outpaced 
wage growth. And the Atlanta Regional Commission reports that there is a 26% gap between White 
and Black homeownership levels in the Atlanta metro areas. Despite these challenges, prioritizing 
housing has been shown to positively impact economic growth and GDP in metropolitan areas. 

Listen to a moderated discussion as leaders from the Atlanta area highlight the impact that investing 
in housing has had on their growth, attractiveness, and overall quality of life. Groups such as the 
Atlanta Neighborhood Development Partnership, HouseATL and The Community Foundation for 
Greater Atlanta are all working to make sure that every person in the area has a safe, comfortable and 
affordable place to live. 

RVA TAKEAWAY  |  Richmond’s rents are rising and affordable housing is needed for our  
residents. It will take both inspiration and effort to make sure we are serving all who need homes.

9:20 AM	 rva perspective | Roundtable to gather insights and discuss  
	 how we can use information gleaned from this informative session. 

TRIP AGENDA

INCLUSIVE GROWTH 
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APRIL 30–MAY 2, 2024

9:45 AM	 Workforce Intermediary: Connecting Atlanta Residents  
	 to Equitable, High-Demand Opportunities
	 Sponsored by WorkforceCoalitionRVA

	 Panelists: 
	 John Helton, Executive Director, CareerRise 
	 S. Michelle Jacobs, Associate Vice President, College & Career Ready, United Way Atlanta 
	 Moderator: Barbara Sipe, President & CEO, United Way of greater Richmond  
		  and Petersburg

This panel discussion concentrates on workforce solutions for Atlanta by intermediaries and 
organizations working together. CareerRise helps to strategically connect employers with training 
providers, support services, job seekers and funding groups. The group works to find workforce 
partnerships along with industries, makes investment in training to prepare workers, collaborates 
to reduce racial inequities, connects resources, champions skill building and affects policy change. 
CareerReady ATL is a youth-centered program that fosters and creates apprenticeships and works 
with high-demand occupations for economic growth and success for participants. 

RVA TAKEAWAY  |  Bringing workforce players together can help to develop a robust 
workforce ecosystem to propel Richmond into the next phase of economic growth.

10:30 AM	 rva perspective | Roundtable to gather insights and discuss  
	 how we can use information gleaned from this informative session. 

10:15 AM	 Learn 4 Life 
	 Sponsored by I-64 Innovation Corridor | RVA757 Connects

	 Panelists: 
	 Ken Zeff, EdD, Executive Director, Learn4Life 
	 Anona Shugart Walker, Tech Education Outreach Lead, Atlanta Google 
	 Moderator: Takein Cooper, Executive Director, Richmond Public Schools  
		  Education Foundation

Join an informative discussion that touches on education and opportunity for students in the 
metro Atlanta area. Learn4Life is passionate about creating meaningful life outcomes with 
students in Atlanta’s five core counties. Their focus is on cradle-to-career as they partner with 
school districts to make sure that children – including those of color and from low-income 
situations – have the tools and learn the skills needed to prepare for a successful outcome. 
Through education, Learn4Life addresses gaps and systemic inequities utilizing resources from 
communities, businesses and nonprofits. The organization works to engage partners, create shared 
understanding through data and amplify “Bright Spots” across the region. This all helps to ensure 
that our next generation of leaders and the workforce are ready to meet challenges. 

RVA TAKEAWAY  |  Helping our students at critical times in their education can make  
a real difference in the trajectory of the city and its workforce. 
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TRIP AGENDA

11:00 AM	 rva perspective | Roundtable to gather insights and discuss  
	 how we can use information gleaned from this informative session. 

11:15 AM	 Prosperity Starts with Place: The Stories of East Lake,  
	 Vine City and Grove Park 
	 Sponsored by Truist 

	 Participants:  
	 John Ahmann, Vice President, Real Estate Development, Westside Future Fund 
	 Ron Alston, Senior Vice President, Not-For-Profit & Government Banking Leader,  
		  Truist Bank  
	 Carol Naughton, President & CEO, Purpose Built Communities 
	 Moderator: Reginald Gordon, President & CEO, Richmond Memorial Health Foundation

Black neighborhoods and their residents are the heartbeat of the city of Atlanta. However, for 
decades these communities were neglected and divested of investment and resources. Thankfully, 
Atlanta has turned this around and through a concerted effort of businesses, philanthropy and 
nonprofits, these communities are growing and thriving. Through Purpose Built Communities, 
an organization that believe that every neighborhood should have the resources and amenities 
worthy of every resident, changes have been strategically prioritized so that the outcomes will 
match the vision. 

Three different legacy neighborhoods and their residents have benefited from these efforts. Grove 
Park, East Lake and Vine City have all seen changes that are helping to create a healthy, equitable, 
sustainable and vibrant community. With an eye toward keeping residents in the areas where they 
already lived, improving schools, linking jobs and fostering a safe area, these neighborhoods can 
thrive as they once did. Today, these areas are filled with housing, coffee shops, retail shopping 
and businesses. 

Join this panel discussion as leaders share success and challenges of revitalization and investment 
as well as the impacts of gentrification. 

RVA TAKEAWAY  |  Neighborhoods need to be cared for, nurtured and appreciated. For 
Richmond, that means understanding the history of the past and the trajectory of the future.

11:45 AM	 rva perspective | Roundtable to gather insights and discuss  
	 how we can use information gleaned from this informative session. 

12:00 PM	 Lunch | The Ritz-Carlton
	 Sponsored by Atlantic Union Bank 

Take a break from the hustle and bustle of the conference and relax with a delicious lunch 
prepared in The Ritz-Carlton kitchens by award-winning chefs. The menu will focus on local flavors 
and regional growers.  
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1:30 – 3:30 PM	 AFTERNOON TRACKS

TRACK 1	 Take a Trek on the Atlanta BeltLine 
	 Sponsored by GRTC

Get a true taste of Atlanta by going on a walking tour of the amazing BeltLine and Ponce City 
Market. The most ambitious redevelopment project in Atlanta, the idea was originally laid out by 
Georgia Tech student Ryan Gravel for his graduate thesis in 1999. It proposed to use old railroad 
lines and land and turn it them into public infrastructure for economic development. Thanks 
to civic leadership and city partners, along with a publicly funded tax allocation district (TAD), 
the project was implemented through two organizations, Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. and the Atlanta 
BeltLine partnership. 

Built with the future in mind, the BeltLine connects 45 neighborhoods on a 22-mile loop, fostering 
culture and assisting with equitable growth. There are numerous connector trails to help move 
people onto the BeltLine from various parts of the city. As the project evolves, it will keep an eye 
on environmental sustainability with additions such as new greenspace and clean-ups of land. 
In additional to its famous parks and trails, the BeltLine is rich with community programming 
including affordable housing workshops, job training and promoting health communities. Adding 
to the dynamic is public art that is curated and changed year to year. 

Location: Ponce City Market Capital One, 675 Ponce de Leon Ave NE, Atlanta, GA 30308 

TRACK 2	 There’s Power in Art
	 Sponsored by Richmond Performing Arts Alliance (RPAA)

	 Jennifer Barlament, Executive Director, Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

Art is powerful and city residents and their communities all benefit from the joy, strength and 
inspiration that the arts and culture can deliver. Join us for a tour of Woodruff Arts Center and 
a discussion with leaders from three renowned artistic institutions: The Alliance Theatre, Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra, and High Museum of Art. 

These renowned groups are a major part of the fabric that makes Atlanta a premiere Arts & 
Culture destination. Together they present arts and education programming that transforms lives 
and impacts their community in a powerful way. Panelists to include the Atlanta Symphony, High 
Museum and the Alliance Theater. The focus will be on these organizations’ outreach efforts into 
underserved communities similar to what our RSO and Richmond Ballet execute in the River City. 

Location: Woodruff Arts Center, 1280 Peachtree St NE, Atlanta, GA 30309 

TRACK 3	 Unique Approaches to Affordable Housing 
	 Sponsored by Xponent21

Affordable housing is a major topic in many large cities and Atlanta and Richmond are no 
exception. Invest Atlanta makes an impact in the city by assisting homebuyers, homeowners, 
renters, businesses, developers and site selectors. An official economic development authority, its 
focus is to strengthen Atlanta’s standing economically to help increase opportunities for residents. 
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TRIP AGENDA

DAY 4 	 |  FRIDAY, MAY 3

ALL DAY	 Departures to Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International  
	 Airport (ATL) 
Thank you for attending! We hope that you’ve come away with valuable information that you can use 
back in RVA.

The city, in partnership with various groups including Invest Atlanta, is working on 40 public land projects 
through the administration’s Housing Strike Force to secure affordable housing units to add to the 
current low inventory. One approach is repurposing underutilized properties, especially in the downtown 
corridor. Two of these examples are 2 Peachtree Street, an historic building that is transforming into 
affordable residential and mixed-use space and The Melody, a rapid housing initiative that features 40 
converted shipping containers to provide unhoused people a permanent home. 

Join us on a tour of the Melody and subsequenty panel discussion at 2 Peachtree Street as we hear 
from representatives from the city of Atlanta and Invest Atlanta as they share ideas and progress as 
they work to meet Mayor Andre Dickens’s goal to build or preserve 20,000 affordable housing unity 
during his eight year-term. 

Location: 2 Peachtree Street 

TRACK 4	 West Side Works
	 Sponsored by Capital One

	 Presenter: Quasandria “Q” Turner, Director, Westside Works

Being job-ready is imperative for those looking to add their contribution to the workplace. Westside 
Works is a neighborhood-based program that helps Atlanta residents in the Westside community 
and the greater Atlanta metro area sharpen skills and open doors. The organization works to increase 
access to training, education services and jobs. This includes career accelerator workshops that help 
participants increase skills, training programs that concentrate of high-demand industries, a digital 
learning lab that teaches technical skills, and career advisement services. 

Location: West Side Works: 261 Joseph E. Lowery Blvd NW

5:30 – 8:30 PM	 Closing Reception & Dinner  | Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta 
	 Sponsored by King’s Dominion & MCV Foundation

Make your last evening in Atlanta one to remember! Join the group for our official closing reception 
and dinner at the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, one of 12 in the country. Share a seated dinner 
in this impressive building while you converse with new contacts from the Atlanta region and share 
learnings with colleagues from Richmond. 
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Health. 
The greatest 
gift for all.

Support your health care 
passion. Learn more. 
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RICHMOND MSA + ATLANTA MSA  

The Richmond MSA is comprised of 17 counties and 

independent cities spanning 4,364 square miles compared 

to the Atlanta MSA’s 24 counties and 8,868 square 

miles. Atlanta’s footprint is more than double the size of 

Richmond’s.

45% of Americans live within a day’s drive of the Richmond 

MSA, including 24 of the most populous cities in the nation 

such as New York City, Boston, Chicago, Washington D.C. 

and Orlando.

44% of Americans live within a day’s drive of the Atlanta 

MSA, including major cities like Nashville, Washington D.C., 

Orlando, and Miami.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, American Community Survey 2022 
Estimates, VEDP

REGIONAL COMPARISONS
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RICHMOND & ATLANTA

MSA Population 

The Atlanta MSA has a larger population than the Richmond MSA 

by 78% or 4,881,681 people. Atlanta is the 8th largest MSA in the 

country whereas Richmond is the 44th largest. 

Richmond has 307.3 people compared to Atlanta’s 716.5 people per 

square mile (2022). Atlanta is 57% more dense than Richmond with 

a difference of 409.2 people per square mile.

The Richmond MSA’s population is 48.5% male and 51.5% female 

while the Atlanta MSA’s population is 48.6% male and 51.4% female.

The Richmond MSA’s median age of 38.7 is 1.4% older than the 

Atlanta MSA’s median age of 37.3.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, American Community Survey 2022 Estimates

Racial Diversity

Both the Richmond and Atlanta metros are more diverse than the national average at 57.7% white. The 

Richmond MSA is 2.2% more diverse than the national average with a 55.5% white population, and the Atlanta 

MSA is 14.5% more diverse than the national average with a 43.2% white population. The Black or African 

American population in the Richmond MSA is 17% less than the amount in the Atlanta metro. Atlanta either 

has equal or more people in each non-white category than Richmond.

The Richmond MSA has a thriving Black and African American population, with the 8th highest percentage 

of Black-owned businesses in the nation. Atlanta is the top of this list with the highest percentage of Black-

owned businesses in the nation. (American Community Survey 2022). 

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, American Community Survey 2022 Estimates
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Educational Attainment

The Richmond MSA is home to over 931,000 

people aged 25 and older. Of the people 3 

years and older enrolled in school, 27.0% are 

enrolled in college or graduate school.

More than 4,190,000 people aged 25 or older 

live in the Atlanta MSA. Of the people 3 years 

and older enrolled in school, 25.1% of them are 

enrolled in college or graduate school.

Both MSA’s educational attainment are on 

par with one another. The categories with the 

largest variation are high school graduate or 

higher, less than 9th grade and high school 

graduate.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, American Community 
Survey 2022 Estimates

Higher Education 

The Richmond MSA has a total of 27 institutions 

of higher learning. Some of the larger institutions 

include Brightpoint Community College, Randolph-

Macon College, Reynolds Community College, 

Richard Bland College, University of Richmond, 

Virginia Commonwealth University, Virginia State 

University (HBCU) and Virginia Union University 

(HBCU). The Richmond metro is highly educated 

with 42.1% of the population aged 25 and older 

having a bachelor’s degree or higher, which is 6.4% 

higher than the national average.

On the other hand, the Atlanta metro is home to 57 institutions of higher learning including the Art Institute 

of Atlanta, Atlanta Metropolitan State College, Clayton State University, Emory College, Georgia Institute of 

Technology, Georgia State University, Morehouse College (HBCU), and Spelman College (HBCU). The Atlanta 

metro is also highly educated with 41.8% of the population 25 and older having a bachelor’s degree or higher, 

which is 6.1% higher than the national average.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, NCES College Navigator, 2024 and Metro Atlanta Chamber
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RICHMOND & ATLANTA

Industry Employment

The industry employment breakdown for 

the Richmond MSA and the Atlanta MSA 

is fairly similar with both metros top three 

industries including: 

1.	 educational services, health care and 

social assistance, 

2.	 professional, scientific, management, 

administrative and waste management 

services as well as 

3.	 retail trade.

The Richmond MSA has higher educational 

services, and health care and social 

assistance; public administration; and 

finance and insurance, and real estate and 

rental and leasing; and agriculture, forestry, 

fishing and hunting, and mining than the 

Atlanta MSA.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, American 
Community Survey 2022 Estimates

Income 

While the Atlanta metro has 77% more 

households than the Richmond metro, the 

two metros’ income brackets are fairly 

similar. In the Richmond MSA, 69.8% of 

households make at least $50,000 while 

71.8% of Atlanta’s households earn at least 

$50,000.

The Richmond metro’s median household 

income is $81,388 which is $3,488 less than 

the Atlanta metro’s median household 

income of $84,876. The per capita personal 

income for the two metros has slightly less 

variation with the Richmond MSA’s per capita 

personal income at $44,526 and the Atlanta 

MSA’s at $43,561, a difference of $965. 

With a lower cost of living in Richmond, the 

Richmond MSA’s +2% difference in per capita 

personal income reflects a higher quality 

of life having more income per person and 

having to spend less of it on living expenses.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, American 
Community Survey 2022 Estimates
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Fortune 500 and 1000 Companies 

As a mid-sized metro, the Richmond MSA punches above its weight class when it comes to Fortune 1000 

company headquarters with 0.0000082 Fortune 1000s per capita, almost 40% more per capita than Atlanta. 

The Richmond metro has 11 Fortune 1000 companies in its MSA, eight of which are Fortune 500s. The Atlanta 

MSA has 31 Fortune 1000 companies, 17 of which are Fortune 500s. 

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, Fortune 1000 2023 list

REGIONAL COMPARISONS
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RICHMOND & ATLANTA

Top Employers 

The Richmond MSA and the Atlanta MSA both have flourishing industries and plentiful employers. The 

presented data omits state government employment. The Richmond MSA’s largest employer is Virginia 

Commonwealth University Health System with 13,500 employees closely followed by Capital One with 13,000 

employees.

Both MSA’s top eight employers, outside of general public state and county entities, primarily consist of 

health care, financial services, information technology and logistics – totaling 69,130 employees in the 

Richmond MSA and 187,384 in the Atlanta MSA.

The Richmond metro has a diverse set of thriving industries. Major industries in the Richmond MSA include 

advanced manufacturing, corporate services, data centers, e-commerce and logistics, finance and insurance, 

food and beverage, information technology and life sciences.

Major industries in the Atlanta metro include cleantech, creative industries, life sciences and healthcare, 

supply chain and advanced manufacturing, and technology. 

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, Largest Employers Brochure, November 2023, Accessed February 2024; Metro Atlanta Chamber, Metro 
Atlanta Top Employers 2022-2023, Accessed February 2024
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REGIONAL COMPARISONS

Labor Force +  
Unemployment Rate

Due to the larger population in the Atlanta MSA, 

this metro also has a larger total workforce. 53% 

of the Richmond MSA’s population makes up the 

labor force, while only 52% makes up Atlanta’s 

labor force. The variance between the two metros’ 

unemployment rates is minor with only a 0.1% 

difference. 

Richmond was one of five cities that “benefited 

primarily from robust employment growth 

between 2021 and 2023” (Milken Institute 2024).

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, Chmura Economics & 
Analytics, JobsEQ, 2023Q3

Poverty

There is only a 0.7% difference in the percentage 

of people living below the poverty line in the two 

MSAs, with the Richmond metro having a slightly 

higher poverty rate. However, the Atlanta MSA had 

0.7% more households receiving food stamps.

In contrast, the Richmond MSA has 6.2% less 

people lacking health insurance than the Atlanta 

MSA, with 11.1% of the Atlanta metro’s population 

not having insurance.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, American Community 
Survey 2022 Estimates
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Average Annual Wages

Due to the larger size of the Atlanta MSA’s overall population, the employment numbers for each core industry are 

higher. Wages in the Atlanta MSA are higher on average, with the only two industries with higher wages in Richmond: 

manufacturing and other services (except public administration). For all industries, employers can expect to pay an 

average of $6,094 (8.48%) per worker annually less in the Richmond MSA than in the Atlanta MSA.

Location quotient is an algorithm of data that determines the health of an industry in a metro and grades the 

likelihood of expanding companies’ success. Management of companies and enterprises is the industry with the 

highest location quotient for the Richmond MSA at 2.10. The Atlanta MSA’s highest location quotient is unclassified 

at 3.02. The next highest location quotient for the Richmond MSA is unclassified at 1.36, and there is a tie for 

second between management of companies and enterprises and information at 1.58 for the Atlanta MSA.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, Chmura Economics & Analytics, JobsEQ 2023Q3

RICHMOND & ATLANTA

Special thank you to the Greater Richmond Partnership (GRP) for preparing the demographic and comparison data.
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SPONSORS

Cost of Living

The Atlanta MSA’s 98.3 overall cost of living index is 2.5 

points higher than the Richmond MSA’s 95.8 index. The 

Atlanta metro’s overall cost of living is 1.7% below the 

national average and the Richmond metro’s overall cost of 

living is 4.2% below the national average.

Indexes fluctuate between the two MSAs. Groceries, 

transportation, and miscellaneous goods and services are 

comparable. However, Atlanta’s healthcare is 13.6% more 

expensive, along with Atlanta’s housing.

Housing in the Richmond MSA is 16.2% below the national 

average, an index of 83.8. Atlanta’s housing is only 1.6% the 

national average. Housing is Richmond’s most affordable 

category, while utilities is Atlanta’s. The utility index for the 

Atlanta MSA is 81.1, 18.9% below the national average, while 

Richmond’s is 4.8% above the national average. The utility 

index represents residential utility rates.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, C2ER Cost of Living Index 2023 
Annual Average

Housing 

Housing costs in the Richmond MSA are more affordable than 

in the Atlanta MSA. Both metro area’s average home price is 

below the national average but the Atlanta MSA’s rent price is 

above the national average.

The Atlanta MSA’s rent for a 2-bedroom apartment is $1,572, 

$60 above the national average of $1,512. In comparison, the 

Richmond MSA’s average rent is $1,380, $132 less than the 

national average.

Both metros’ average home prices are below the national 

average. On average, it costs $489,924 to buy a new 2,400 

square foot house in the United States. House prices in the 

Richmond MSA are $104,107 less than the national average at 

$385,817 and are $10,335 less than the national average in the 

Atlanta MSA at $479,589.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, C2ER Cost of Living Index 2023 Annual 
Average

REGIONAL COMPARISONS
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SPONSORS

Rent Per Square Foot

On average, the Richmond MSA’s, the flex, 

specialized industrial, and office rent are 

all more affordable than the Atlanta MSA, 

with Richmond’s specialized industrial rent 

being on average $2.33 less than Atlanta’s 

and the 4&5 star office rent being $9.94 less 

than Atlanta’s. Rent for logistics space is 

comparable between the two metros with 

Atlanta’s average rent only being $0.04 

more affordable.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, CoStar Office and 
Industrial Market Reports, February 2024

Electricity Rates

Commercial and industrial utilities are more 

competitive in the Richmond MSA than in the 

Atlanta MSA with a commercial electric rate 

3.09 cents more affordable at 8.24 cents per 

KwH, compared to Atlanta’s 11.33 cents per 

KwH. Additionally, the Atlanta MSA’s has an 

industrial electric rate of 7.08 cents per KwH, 

while the Richmond MSA has a rate of 6.86 

cents per KwH, 0.94 cents more affordable.

The Richmond MSA’s commercial electric rate 

is 27% below the Atlanta MSA’s rate and its 

industrial rate is 12% below the Atlanta MSA’s 

rate.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, Edison Electric 
Institute, Typical Bills and Average Rates Summer 2022

RICHMOND & ATLANTA
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SPONSORS

Infrastructure

The Atlanta MSA is within a 2-hour flight of 80% of 

U.S. metros. With more than 110 million passengers 

a year, the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 

Airport offers 152 direct domestic flights and 231 

direct international flights. More than 20 all-cargo 

air carriers service the region out of the airport, 

carrying more than 650,000 metric tons of cargo 

annually. The Atlanta MSA has access to two ports: 

the Port of Savannah, North America’s fastest-

growing single-container terminal, just 250 miles 

from Atlanta and the Port of Brunswick, the nation’s 

second-busiest port for vehicle import and export, 300 miles away from Atlanta. More than 1.7 million people 

in the Atlanta metro use the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) to get around by train, 

streetcar and bus, connecting to 38 rail stations and 101 bus routs, while communities across the region offer 

express lines to the heart of employment centers. Interstates I-75, I-85, and I-20 all meet at the heart of the 

central business district, keeping people and goods moving through Atlanta.

One of Greater Richmond’s key advantages for business is its strategic location on the East Coast’s longest 

thoroughfare, Interstate 95, while sitting midway between Maine and Florida. Richmond International Airport 

(RIC) has 33 direct flights with more than four million passengers and about 160 million pounds of cargo 

handled annually. Richmond International Airport was named the #1 most efficient airport in North America 

in 2023 (ATRS 2023). Interstates 64, 95 and 85 converge in the metro and I-81 is easily accessible just west 

of Richmond. Residents in the Richmond metro typically experience less than one hour of congestion during 

rush hours compared to 4.6 hours in Atlanta and 4.7 hours in Baltimore with an average commute time of 

only 25.6 minutes. More than 100 motor freight companies and brokers serve Greater Richmond including 

CSX and Norfolk Southern, two of the nation’s largest railroad ds, which both offer freight services. Amtrak 

provides passenger rail service with 11 northbound and 12 southbound trains each weekday. Operated by The 

Port of Virginia, the Richmond Marine Terminal is Central Virginia’s domestic and international multi-modal 

freight and distribution gateway on the James River serving waterborne, rail and truck shippers throughout 

the mid-Atlantic states. The terminal is within 100 miles of The Port of Virginia, the deepest wharf and most 

advanced port along the East Coast.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, flightconnections.com for Richmond International Airport and Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 
Airport, Metro Atlanta Chamber, February 2024

REGIONAL COMPARISONS

26



SPONSORS

State + MSA Rankings

Many publications have recognized and 

awarded the Richmond MSA, the Atlanta 

MSA and their respective states this 

past year. Virginia was ranked the #2 

Best Overall State for Business by CNBC 

while Georgia ranked #4. Additionally, 

CNBC ranked Virginia #1 in Education and 

Georgia #1 in Infrastructure. Comparing 

MSAs, Business Facilities Magazine ranked 

Richmond #9 for Corporate Headquarters 

and Atlanta ranked #3. Site Selection 

Magazine ranked Richmond #8 for Best 

U.S. Cities for HQ Projects and Atlanta #2.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, CNBC Best 
State for Business 2023, Business Facilities 2023, Site 
Selection Magazine 2024

Taxes

The Atlanta metro features a competitive cost of doing business. The corporate income tax rate in Georgia 

is 5.75% and 6% in Virginia. Georgia has zero gross receipt taxes, whereas Virginia has a range from 0.02% to 

0.58%. Georgia’s sales tax rate is lower than Virginia’s by 1.3%.

The average overall state and local sales tax rates in Richmond are 1.62% less than the rate in Atlanta.

Source: Greater Richmond Partnership, Tax Foundation 2023 State Business Tax Climate Index

RICHMOND & ATLANTA
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Tourism + Sports

Richmond, Va., has something to offer for people of all ages and all walks of life. Modern happenings like the 

cutting-edge shows at the CenterStage and the pop art displays at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts come 

together with historic sites such as the Edgar Allen Poe Museum and the Maggie L. Walker National Historic 

Site to form a cosmopolitan region rooted in rich cultural heritage. Richmond is home to the Flying Squirrels, 

a minor-league affiliate to the San Francisco Giants, the Richmond Kickers, a minor league soccer team, and 

NASCAR’s Richmond Raceway. The James River, which features the only urban class IV rapids in the U.S., flows 

through the center of the city. With rafting, whitewater kayaking, swimming, tubing and guided tours, the river is 

a focal point for many. Numerous arts, music and food festivals fill Richmond’s calendar year-round such as the 

Folk Festival, Dominion Energy’s RiverRock and the Carytown Watermelon Festival. With over 40 craft breweries, 

meaderies, cideries, distilleries and wineries in the region, countless local restaurants prepare food from all over 

the globe, making Richmond a culinary gem.

Metro Atlanta was named the Best Place to Live in the U.S. by Money Magazine in 2022–2023. Atlanta attracts 

people from every corner of the globe. The city’s culture is as rich and diverse as its population, with a legacy 

built by the country’s civil rights leaders. A culinary cornucopia and center for music and film production, 

Atlanta’s world-class stadiums regularly attract events like the Super Bowl and the World Cup. Home to 17 

professional sports teams, Atlanta has a team for every fan, at every level of play. Both the Atlanta United MLS 

team and the Atlanta Falcons football team play at the iconic Mercedes-Benz Stadium, a venue for the 2026 

FIFA World Cup. The Atlanta Hawks and the Atlanta Dream play show-stopping basketball at State Farm Arena 

and the Gateway Center Arena. NASCAR fans watch races at the world-class track at Atlanta Motor Speedway 

in Hampton. And the iconic Atlanta Braves fill up the baseball stadium at Truist Park in the center of the Battery 

Atlanta entertainment district. A temperate climate means year-round sunshine. With 50% tree coverage in the 

region, Atlanta has earned the name “City in a Forest”. Among those trees are miles of parks, lakes, mountains, 

rivers, and national recreation areas and trails to explore. Some major attractions include: the Atlanta Beltline, 

the Atlanta Botanical Garden, the Carter Center, the College Football Hall of Fame, the Georgia Aquarium, the 

World of Coca-Cola, the Fox Theater, the Martin Luther King, Jr., Center and National Historic Park, and the 

National Center for Civil and Human Rights. In addition to these attractions, major events include the Atlanta 

Dogwood Festival, Atlanta Film Festival 365, Atlanta Jazz Festival, Atlanta Pride Festival and Parade, Decature 

Craft Beer Festival, DragonCon, Taste of Atlanta and many more.

Atlanta Downtown Skyview and Olumpic Rings © Gene Phillips, Courtesy of ACVB & AtlantaPhotos.com

REGIONAL COMPARISONS
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Leadership requires the vision to see what others often can’t. At Dominion 
Energy, we support the people who have this unique ability. By funding 
programs that recognize leadership abilities, develop leadership skills and 
promote diversity, we’re helping make our communities stronger today 
and better prepared for tomorrow. To learn more about how we’re putting 
our energy to work strengthening leadership in the communities we serve, 
visit DominionEnergy.com/Foundation.

To great leaders, 
it’s always half full.

At Dominion Energy, we’re committed to investing in 
 the leadership skills of people who choose to see the  

world for all that it can be.

RICHMOND & ATLANTA
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 RICHMOND REGION TOURISM ATLANTA CONVENTION  
& VISITORS BUREAU

BUDGET $9.0 million (FY 22 -23) $40 million (CY 23)

FUNDING SOURCE 98% transient occupancy tax 
2% partners & programs

76% hotel occupancy tax 
24% partners & programs

REGIONAL FOOTPRINT Counties of Chesterfield, Hanover, Henrico, the 
City of Richmond, Colonial Heights, New Kent, 
and the Town of Ashland

Tax collections are from the city  
of Atlanta area

MEETINGS, CONVENTIONS 
& TOURNAMENTS HELD IN 
PREVIOUS REPORTING YEAR

176,486 estimated room nights 1,223,168 room nights ‘on-the-books’  
i.e. blocked for 2023

MARKET SEGMENTS Conventions/Meetings: 27% 
Sports: 73%

Not Directly Tracked

Greater Richmond Convention Center Georgia World Congress Center

•	 750,000+ total square feet

•	 178,000 sq. ft. exhibit hall

•	 30,550 sq. ft. grand ballroom

•	 36 meeting rooms

•	 Built in 2001

•	 Two adjacent full-service hotels:  Marriott 
and Hilton, with 650 total rooms

•	 17 downtown hotels with 2,681 rooms 

•	 1.7 million sq. ft of exhibit + meeting space

•	 1.5 million sq. ft. prime exhibit space 

•	 12 exhibit halls

•	 98  meeting rooms

•	 2 ballrooms

•	 2 high-end board rooms

•	 3 fixed-seat auditoriums

•	 3 landscaped outdoor plazas

•	 Complemented by Centennial Olympic Park 
and Mercedes-Benz Stadium

•	 The Omni (1,067), Signia (976) connect to 
the Convention Center with a total of 2,043 
rooms. 

•	 37 downtown hotels with 13,200+ rooms

VISITOR SPENDING IN 2022 $3.5 billion $17.7 billion (for Metro region)

NUMBER OF  
VISITORS IN 2022

17.5 million visitors  
38% stay overnight

48.5 million visitors (for Metro region) 
52.9% stay overnight

TOURISM SUPPORTS 27,634 jobs annually Not Tracked

TOURISM SAVES LOCAL 
TAXPAYERS

$583 annually Not Tracked

HOTELS (CURRENT) 191 112 (for city, likewise values below)

HOTEL ROOMS (CURRENT) 19,495 27,268

LOCAL TAXES COLLECTED 
IN 2022

$165,000,000 $85,000,000 (Hotel occupancy tax collections, 
includes short-term rentals)

AVERAGE DAILY RATE IN 2022 $105 $180.56

OCCUPANCY IN 2022 63% 60%

HOTEL TAXES (CURRENT) 14% 16.9% + $5

HOTEL TAXES BREAKDOWN 
(CURRENT)

•	 6% sales tax

•	 8% transient occupancy tax

•	 8.9% sales tax

•	 8% hotel occupancy tax

•	 $5 nightly hotel fee

*Above are taxes that would be seen on hotels 
within city limits

TOURISM AND AMATEUR SPORTS INFORMATION
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TOP VISITED  

TOURISM  

ATTRACTIONS

•	 Children’s Museum of Richmond 
•	 Cultural Arts Center at Glen Allen
•	 James River Park System 
•	 Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden
•	 Maymont 
•	 Meadow Farm 
•	 Three Lakes Park & Nature Center 
•	 Virginia Capital Trail 
•	 Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
•	 Virginia Museum of History & Culture

•	 Not Tracked

TOP SPORTS  

TOURNAMENT  

FACILITIES

•	 Henrico Sports Complex and Events 
•	 Dorey Park
•	 Glover Park
•	 Greater Richmond Convention Center
•	 Horner Park
•	 RF&P Park  
•	 River City Sportsplex
•	 Stuart C. Siegel Center
•	 SwimRVA
•	 Ukrop Park/Mary B. Stratton Park
•	 Virginia State University Multipurpose Center

•	 Not Tracked

 RICHMOND REGION TOURISM ATLANTA CONVENTION  
& VISITORS BUREAU

RICHMOND & ATLANTA

A special thank you to Richmond Region Tourism for preparing the tourism data.

HOMELESS POINT-IN-TIME  
COMPARISON 

Point-in-time  
Count in 2023 

Per capita  
(per 10,000 households)

RVA (Greater Richmond region) 690 6.0

ATLANTA (includes Fulton, Cobb and Dekalb) 3,891 12.2

The point-in-time count includes individuals and families staying in shelters and living outside or in other places not 
meant for habitation. The per capita rate shows the number of people experiencing homelessness per 10,000 people 
in a given community.

Data Sources and Methodology:  
Methodology — www.endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/homelessness-statistics/state-of-homelessness/. 

2023 Data: 
www.hudexchange.info/programs/hdx/pit-hic/#pit-count-and-hic-data-and-reports 

www.census.gov.  
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DELEGATES

Heidi Abbott, Hunton Andrews Kurth, Counsel,  
(804) 788-8236, Habbott@hunton.com

Sheryl Adams, GRTC, Chief Executive Officer,  
(804) 474-9338, sheryl.adams@ridegrtc.com

Andreas Addison, Richmond City Council, Council Member, 
(804) 221-3673, andreas.addison@rva.gov

¬Nupa Agarwal, Economic Development Authority of the  
City of Richmond, Vice Chair, (804) 691-2655,  
nupa.agarwal@gmail.com

¬Jody Alexander, YMCA of Greater Richmond, President  
& CEO, (804) 474-4319, alexanderj@ymcarichmond.org

Liz Amaral, Gresham Smith, Sr. Associate, Local Office 
Leader, (804) 543-6324, liz.amaral@greshamsmith.com

Nora Amos, Town of Ashland, Director of Planning  
& Community Development, (804) 798-1073,  
namos@ashlandva.gov

Ken Ampy, Astyra Corporation, CEO, (804) 433-1112,  
Kampy@astyra.com

Brian Anderson, ChamberRVA, President & CEO,  
(804) 783-9320, brian.anderson@chamberrva.com

Rob Anderson, ChamberRVA, CFO, (804) 783-9303,  
rob.anderson@chamberrva.com

Cat Anthony, Virginia Capital Trail Foundation, Executive 
Director, (804) 788-6455, cat@virginiacapitaltrail.org

Sherrie Armstrong, Community Foundation for a  
greater Richmond, CEO, (804) 330-7400,  
sbarmstrong@cfrichmond.org

Ed Baine, Dominion Energy, President Dominion Energy 
Virginia, (804) 819-2094, ed.baine@dominionenergy.com

BJ Belcher, Gilbane Building Company, Operations Manager, 
(804) 514-4987, rbelcher@gilbaneco.com

Jack Berry, Richmond Region Tourism, President,  
(804) 783-7400, jberry@visitrichmondva.com

Dennis Bickmeier, Henrico Sports & Entertainment Authority, 
Executive Director, (804) 501-5650, bic003@henrico.us

Greg Bishop, Williams Mullen, Partner, (804) 420-6930, 
gbishop@williamsmullen.com

Robert Bolling, ChildSavers, CEO, (804) 644-9590,  
rbolling@childsavers.org

Margaret Ann Bollmeier, MCV Foundation, President & CEO, 
(804) 828-2392, margaretann.bollmeier@vcuhealth.org

Jamie Bosket, Virginia Museum of History & Culture, 
President & CEO, (804) 342-9656,  
jbosket@virginiahistory.org

Chandra Briggman, Activation Capital, Virginia Biotechnology 
Research Partnership Authority, President/CEO,  
(804) 828-5390, chandra@activation.capital

¬Mollie Brooks, Capital One, Market Engagement,  
(804) 877-6240, mollie.brooks@capitalone.com

John Budesky, Hanover County, County Administrator,  
(804) 365-6005, jabudesky@hanovercounty.gov

Jovan Burton, Partnership for Housing Affordability, Executive 
Director, (804) 422-5057, jburton@pharva.com

Bridgette Bywater, Kings Dominion, Vice President & General 
Manager, (804) 876-5224, bridgette.bywater@kingsdominion.com

¬Vic Carpenter, Goochland County, County Administrator,  
(804) 556-5811, vcarpenter@goochlandva.us

Joseph Casey, Chesterfield County, County Administrator, 
(804) 748-1190, caseyjoe@chesterfield.gov

Amy Chapman, Capital One, Director, Community Impact & 
Investment, (804) 380-2438, amy.chapman@capitalone.com

Chris Chin, Robins Foundation, President & CEO,  
(804) 397-9759, chris.chin@robinsfdn.org

¬Eva Colen, City of Richmond, Senior Policy Advisor and 
Director, (804) 646-5454, eva.colen@rva.gov

Pat Collins, TowneBank, President, (804) 967-7010,  
pat.collins@townebank.net

Maribeth Conrad, ChamberRVA, Vice President,  
Marketing & Communications, (804) 783-9312,  
maribeth.conrad@chamberrva.com

Matt Conrad, Virginia Commonwealth University,  
Vice President, Government and External Relations,  
(804) 938-7654, maconrad@vcu.edu

¬Nick Cooper, LaBella, Richmond Office Director & Design 
Director, Richmond VA 23219, (804) 399-0938, ncooper@
labellapc.com

¬Roscoe Cooper, Henrico County, Supervisor, Fairfield 
Magisterial District, (804) 501-4208, fairfield@henrico.us

Taikein Cooper, RPS Education Foundation, Executive Director, 
(434) 607-9747, TCooper@RPSEducationFoundation.org

Kristen Costello, Dewberry, Market Segment Leader,  
(804) 543-2052, kcostello@dewberry.com

¬Rasheeda Creighton, JWC Foundation, Executive Director, 
(804) 955-9919, rasheeda@thejwcfoundation.org

Cyane Crump, Historic Richmond, Executive Director,  
(804) 643-7407, ccrump@historicrichmond.com

Jennifer Culhane, Berkshire Hathaway Energy GT&S,  
Sr. Gas Business Development Manager, (804) 441-0939, 
jennifer.culhane@bhegts.com

Tim Davey, Timmons Group, Principal, (804) 334-9278,  
tim.davey@timmons.com

Alan Davis, Baskervill, Principal Architect, (804) 343-1010, 
adavis@baskervill.com

Sean Davis, PlanRVA, Executive Director, (804) 974-7030, 
smdavis@hanovercounty.gov

¬Brian Davis, Capital Region Workforce Partnership,  
Executive Director, (804) 652-3228, brian.davis@henrico.us

Joi Dean, Richmond Metropolitan Transportation Authority,  
Chief Executive Officer, (804) 523-3303, joi.dean@rmtaonline.org
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Kelly del Campo Merricks, Sheltering Arms Foundation, Vice 
President, (804) 502-4485, kmerricks@shelteringarms.com

¬Traci Deshazor, City of Richmond, Deputy Chief 
Administrative Officer, (804) 646-8811, Traci.Deshazor@rva.gov

Vanessa Diamond, Community Foundation for a Greater 
Richmond, SVP Civic Engagement, (804) 241-8776, 
vdiamond@cfrichmond.org

Scott Dodson, Library of Virginia Foundation, Executive 
Director, (804) 692-3590, Scott.Dodson@lva.virginia.gov

¬Joan Dorsey, Richmond Association of REALTORS, President, 
(804) 794-9650, joan.dorsey@lnf.com

¬Basil Dosunmu, Capital Region Airport Commission, 
Richmond International Airport, Chief Financial Officer,  
(804) 226-3007, bdosunmu@flyrichmond.com

John Easter, ChamberRVA, Sr. Vice President, Government  
& Community Affairs, (804) 783-9321,  
john.easter@chamberrva.com

¬Brittani Edwards, Dominion Energy, External Affairs 
Representative, (804) 432-6127,  
Brittani.c.edwards@dominionenergy.com

Kyle Elliott, Richmond Redevelopment & Housing Authority, 
Commissioner, (703) 963-3931, kyle.elliott@rrha.com

¬Hayley Evans, W. M. Jordan Company, Business Development 
Manager, (804) 836-7770, hevans@wmjordan.com

Jane Ferrara, LISC Virginia, Executive Director,  
(804) 505-4703, jferrara@lisc.org

Kathryn Fessler, Altria, Sr. Director, Community Impact,  
(804) 484-8615, kathryn.m.fessler@altria.com

Bill Fiege, Brightpoint Community College, President,  
(804) 594-1571, wfiege@brightpoint.edu

Harold Fitrer, Communities In Schools Of Richmond,  
President & CEO, (804) 513-5891, hfitrer@cisrva.org

¬Danielle Fitz-Hugh, Richmond Region Tourism, Vice  
President of Community Relations, (804) 783-7421,  
dfitzhugh@visitrichmondva.com

¬Veronica Fleming, Veronica Fleming Consulting,  
Principal, Community Engagement Consultant,  
(804) 330-7400, vcfconsult3@gmail.com

Moses Foster, West Cary Group, President & CEO,  
(804) 343-2029, hbrown@westcarygroup.com

Leah Fremouw, Bridging Virginia, President & CEO,  
(804) 629-1662, lfremouw@bridgingvirginia.org

Jenny Friar, St. Joseph’s Villa, Chief Executive Officer,  
(804) 200-1618, jfriar@sjvmail.net

Scott Garka, CultureWorks, President, (804) 340-5280,  
scott@richmondcultureworks.org

Jeffrey Geiger, Hirschler, Attorney, (804) 771-9557,  
jgeiger@hirschlerlaw.com

Kasey George, Cherry Bekaert, Partner, (804) 673-5752,  
kasey.george@cbh.com

Reginald Gordon, Esq., Richmond Memorial Health Foundation, 
President & CEO, (804) 301-7107, rgordon@rmhfoundation.org

Mitch Haddon, ColonialWebb Contractors, President  
& Chief Executive Officer, (804) 916-1400,  
mitch.haddon@colonialwebb.com

Abbi Haggerty, Richmond Performing Arts Alliance, Executive 
Director, (804) 592-3372, ahaggerty@rpaalliance.com

Renee Haltom, Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, Vice 
President, (804) 877-6910, Renee.Haltom@Rich.FRB.org

Vanessa Hampton, Truist, Sr. Vice President,  
Virginia Region NFP&G team lead, (804) 782-5218,  
vanessa.hampton@truist.com

Bernard Harkless, Lynx Ventures, Principal, (804) 920-5435, 
bharkless@lynxventures.com

Greta Harris, Better Housing Coalition, President & CEO,  
(804) 338-9436, g.harris@betterhousingcoalition.org

Garrett Hart, Chesterfield Economic Development, Director, 
(804) 318-8567, hartga@chesterfield.gov

Phil Hatfield, Capital One, Managing Vice President,  
(804) 229-8765, phil.hatfield@capitalone.com

¬Rodney Hathaway, New Kent County, County Administrator, 
(804) 966-9861, rahathaway@newkent-va.us

Brelan Hillman, JMI, Account Director, (804) 644-8515, 
bhillman@johnsonmarketing.com

¬Kasey Hoare, Spotts Fain, PC, Attorney, (804) 697-2015, 
khoare@spottsfain.com

¬LaTesha Holmes, City of Richmond, Council Chief of Staff, 
(804) 646-5921, latesha.holmes@rva.gov

Kelly King Horne, Homeward/Greater Richmond  
Continuum of Care, Executive Director, (804) 343-2045, 
Kkhorne@homewardva.org

Mark Hourigan, Hourigan, CEO, (804) 357-9254,  
mark.hourigan@hourigan.group

Brian Houston, Meta, Director of Datacenter Site Operations, 
(650) 313-7142, bhouston@meta.com

Cornel Hubbard, Magellan Healthcare of Virginia,  
Vice President & General Manager, (804) 823-5003, 
cphubbard@magellanhealth.com

¬Ryan Hudson, Hanover County, Board of Supervisor,  
(804) 365-6005, rmhudson@hanovercounty.gov

Lacey Huszcza, Richmond Symphony, Executive Director, 
(804) 788-4717 x 101, lhuszcza@richmondsymphony.com

Brian Jackson, Hirschler, Partner, (804) 771-9545,  
Bjackson@hirschlerlaw.com

¬Michelle Johnson, Charles City County, County 
Administrator, (804) 652-4701, mjohnson@charlescityva.us

Ken Johnson, JMI, CEO & Founder, (804) 644-8515, 
kjohnson@johnsonmarketing.com

Bryan Jones, Hourigan, President, Construction,  
(804) 688-5510, bryan.jones@hourigan.group
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¬Catina Jones, ICON Realty Group, CEO, (804) 775-2000, 
catina@iconrealtyrva.com

¬Nicole Jones, Richmond City Council, Council Member,  
(804) 363-5093, nicole.jones@rva.gov

Michael Jones, Virginia House of Delegates, Delegate,  
(804) 316-0234, Delmjones@house.virginia.gov

Sabrina Joy-Hogg, City of Richmond, Deputy CAO,  
(804) 720-9976, sabrina.joy-hogg@rva.gov

Jason Kamras, Richmond Public Schools, Superintendent, 
(804) 780-7704, jkamras@rvaschools.net

Devin Keeler, Dewberry, Vice President, (804) 205-7104, 
dkeeler@dewberry.com

Andy Kerr, Atlantic Union Bank, Richmond Market President, 
(804) 217-6973, andrew.kerr@atlanticunionbank.com

Jen Kostyniuk, Dominion Energy, Director, Economic 
Development, (804) 310-4776, jen.kostyniuk@
dominionenergy.com

Laura Lafayette, Richmond Association of REALTORS, CEO, 
(804) 422-5007, LLafayette@rarealtors.com

Ann-Frances Lambert, Richmond City Council, Council 
Member, Vice President, (804) 664-7689, ann-frances.
lambert@rva.gov

¬Traymanesha Lamy, NextUp, President & CEO,  
(804) 409-5640, tlamy@nextuprva.org

Chris Layne, Blue Ridge Bank, Regional Market President, 
(804) 518-2625, chris.layne@mybrb.bank

Hunter Leemon, Sportable, CEO, (804) 340-2991,  
hunter@sportable.org

Kelli Lemon, Lee Virginia, VVN/RTD, Director of Digital 
Programming, (804) 840-8568, klemon@timesdispatch.com

Debbie Lennick, Creative, CEO, (804) 652-7015,  
dlennick@creative-va.com

Alan Lombardo, Sheltering Arms Institute, CEO,  
(412) 448-7484, alan.lombardo@sai.rehab

Jon Lugbill, Sports Backers, Executive Director,  
(804) 285-9495, jon@sportsbackers.org

Chris Lumpkin, Atlantic Union Bank, Sr. Vice President, 
(804) 327-7507, chris.lumpkin@atlanticunionbank.com

¬Michael Lutes, Bon Secours, President, (804) 281-8316, 
paige_estes@bshsi.org

¬Danna Markland, Home Building Association of Richmond, 
CEO, (804) 441-5040, dmarkland@hbar.org

¬Sarah Marshall, Dominion Energy, Manager,  
State & Local Affairs, (804) 461-8642,  
Sarah.a.marshall@dominionenergy.com

John Martin, RVA757 Connects, President & CEO,  
(804) 837-2481, john.martin@rva757connects.com

Bill Martin, The Valentine, Director, (804) 649-2205, 
bmartin@thevalentine.org

Christina Mastroianni, ChamberRVA, Vice President, 
Community Engagement & Resource Development,  
(804) 783-9315, christina.mastroianni@chamberrva.com

Kelley McCall, Meta, Regional Community Development 
Manager, (206) 586-7643, kelleymccall@meta.com

Christy McCurdy, ChamberRVA, Principal Staff Officer  
and Corporate Secretary, (804) 783-9332,  
christy.mccurdy@chamberrva.com

Will Melton, Xponent21, CEO, (757) 741-8098,  
wmelton@xponent21.com

¬Taylor Miles, Two Tango, Vice President, Consumer 
Engagement, (804) 783-8140, taylor@twotango.co

Sean Miller, Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Richmond, President  
& CEO, (804) 359-5250, smiller@bgcmr.org

¬Mark Miller, Chesterfield County, Vice Chair & Midlothian 
Supervisor, (804) 796-7099, MillerMark@chesterfield.gov

Floyd Miller II, Metropolitan Business League, President & CEO, 
(804) 339-9972, fmiller@thembl.org

¬Donald Moro, IdeaWeavers, Chief Operating Officer,  
(804) 249-3670, dmoro@ideaweavers.com

Shawn Morrison, YMCA of Greater Richmond,  
Senior Vice President, Philanthropy, (804) 474-4327, 
morrisons@ymcarichmond.org

Rupa Murthy, YWCA - Richmond, CEO, (804) 780-7972, 
rmurthy@ywcarichmond.org

Brett Mutnick, ColonialWebb Contractors, Vice President, 
Construction, (804) 399-6962, brett.mutnick@colonialwebb.com

¬Leigh Nance, Two Tango, Vice President, Account 
Management, (804) 937-8774, leigh@twotango.co

Greg Neel, First Citizens Bank, Area Executive & Area Vice 
President, (804) 360-8158, greg.neel@firstcitizens.com

Grant Neely, S.I.R., Managing Partner, (646) 256-6780,  
grant.neely@sirhq.com

Tyrone Nelson, Henrico County, Chairman, Board of 
Supervisors, (804) 501-4208, varina@henrico.us

Steven Nesmith, Richmond Redevelopment & Housing 
Authority, CEO, (202) 420-8284, steven.nesmith@rrha.com

Cynthia Newbille, Richmond City Council, Council Member, 
(804) 543-7837, cynthia.newbille@rva.gov

Amy Nisenson, The Mary Morton Parsons Foundation, 
Executive Director, (804) 780-2183,  
anisenson02@mmparsonsfoundation.org

Carol Nitz, Networking Technologies + Support, Vice President 
of Marketing, (804) 858-8027, cnitz@thinknts.com

Angela Oakes, Greater Richmond Partnership, VP of Strategy, 
(804) 643-3227, aoakes@grpva.com

Karen O’Brien, CARITAS, CEO, (804) 877-1572,  
kobrien@caritasva.org

Katherine O’Donnell, Richmond Region Tourism, Executive 
Vice President, (804) 783-7414, kodonnell@visitrichmondva.com
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Paula Pando, Reynolds Community College, President,  
(804) 523-5200, ppando@reynolds.edu

Chet Parsons, Central Virginia Transportation Authority, 
Executive Director, (804) 924-7039, chet@cvtava.org

Scott Perrin, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield,  
Regional Vice President, Sales, (703) 509-0854,  
scott.perrin@anthem.com

Steph Phillips, ChamberRVA, Director, Member  
Value & Engagement, (804) 783-9350,  
stephanie.phillips@chamberrva.com

¬Jeremy Phillips, Greater Richmond Convention  
Center, General Manager, (804) 783-7311,  
jeremy.phillips@oakviewgroup.com

¬Joe Piacentino, ColonialWebb Contractors, CFO,  
(804) 916-1327, jp@colonialwebb.com

Andy Poarch, Alliance Group, COO, (804) 648-6299,  
andy@alliancegroupltd.com

J.C. Poma, Chesterfield County, Executive Director  
of Sports, Visitation, & Entertainment, (804) 748-1185,  
pomaj@chesterfield.gov

Faye Prichard, Hanover County, Board of Supervisor,  
(804) 365-6005, foprichard@hanovercounty.gov

¬Michael Reynold, McGuireWoods Consulting, Senior Vice 
President, (804) 775-1917, mreynold@mcguirewoods.com

Rhodes Ritenour, Bon Secours Health System, Vice  
President, External & Regulatory Affairs, (804) 281-8235, 
Rhodes_Ritenour@bshsi.org

¬Stephanie Rizzi, Richmond Public Schools, Board Chair,  
(804) 827-3611, srizzi@rvaschools.net 

Bernard Robinson, Networking Technologies + Support, 
President & CEO, (804) 379-1800, brobinson@thinknts.com

Harrison Roday, Management Round Table, Consultant,  
(804) 501-6413, harrison.roday@gmail.com

¬Jody Rogish, Henrico County, Supervisor, Tuckahoe 
Magisterial District, (804) 501-4208, tuckahoe@henrico.us

Anthony Romanello, Henrico EDA, Executive Director,  
(804) 501-7521, anthony@henrico.com

¬Lincoln Saunders, Chief Administrative Officer, City of 
Richmond, (804) 646-6933, lincoln.saunders@rva.gov

¬Bret Schardein, Powhatan County, County Administrator, 
(804) 598-3639, bschardein@powhatanva.gov

Dan Schmitt, Henrico County, Vice-Chairman, (804) 501-4208, 
brookland@henrico.us

¬Jessica Schneider, Chesterfield County, Clover Hill 
Supervisor, (804) 796-7099, SchneiderJes@chesterfield.gov

¬Matthew Scott, TowneBank, Senior Vice President,  
(804) 249-2270, matthew.scott@townebank.net

James Seagraves, Capital One, Grants Manager,  
(804) 662-0240, jamie.seagraves@capitalone.com

Nick Serfass, Richmond Technology Council, CEO,  
(804) 647-2013, nick@rvatech.com

¬Brittany Seward, ChamberRVA, Program Manager, 
Community Development and Leadership, (804) 648-1234, 
brittany.seward@chamberrva.com

Brandon Shaw, Clark Construction Group, Vice President, 
(804) 291-8947, brandon.shaw@clarkconstruction.com

René Shepperson, Atlantic Union Bank, Senior  
Commercial Real Estate Banker, (804) 327-7590,  
rene.shepperson@atlanticunionbank.com

Martha Shickle, PlanRVA, Executive Director,  
(804) 323-2033, Martha@planrva.org

Wendy Shields, Altria, Senior Manager, Community Impact, 
(804) 306-4392, Wendy.C.Shields@altria.com

Melody Short, The Richmond Night Market Foundation,  
Co-Founder, (212) 518-4776, melodyjoyshort@gmail.com

Lisa Sims, Venture Richmond, CEO, (804) 788-6471,  
lsims@venturerichmond.com

Barbara Sipe, United Way of Greater Richmond & 
Petersburg, President & CEO, (804)771-5828,  
sipeb@yourunitedway.org

Leonard Sledge, City of Richmond, Director of Economic 
Development, (804) 401-5432, leonard.sledge@rva.gov

Brooks Smith, Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP, 
Office Managing Partner, (804) 697-1414,  
brooks.smith@troutman.com

Dave Sorokowski, Brown Distributing Company, LLC, 
President, (804) 640-4753, dave.sorokowski@brown.com

Curt Straub, TowneBank, Sr. Vice President, (804) 249-2288, 
curt.straub@townebank.net

¬Ken Strickler, Commonwealth Commercial Partners,  
President, (804) 228-4922,  
jyoung@commonwealthcommercial.com

Noah Sullivan, Gentry Locke Attorneys, Partner,  
(804) 956-2069, nsullivan@gentrylocke.com

Scott Sutton, Froehling & Robertson, Inc., Business 
Development Director, (804) 356-5276, ssutton@fandr.com

Nancy Thomas, InUnison, President & CEO, (804) 928-8768, 
nthomas@inunison.org

Glenn Thompson, W. M. Jordan Company, Inc., Vice 
President Business Development, (804) 233-6921, 
gthompson@wmjordan.com

Kelly Till, Lee Enterprises VA - Richmond Times Dispatch, 
President, (757) 406-5601, Kelly.Till@lee.net

Adrienne Torres, GRTC, Chief of Staff, (804) 474-9798, 
adrienne.torres@ridegrtc.com

Brian Trader, Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, President  
& CEO, (610) 470-9642, Btrader@lewisginter.org

¬Steve Trivett, Town of Ashland, Mayor, (540) 336-1323, 
strivett@ashlandva.gov
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Brandon Turner, Hanover County, Director,  
Economic Development, (804) 365-6462,  
bsturner@hanovervirginia.com

¬Courtney Turrin, Xponent21, Chief Work Officer,  
(757) 741-8098, courtney@xponent21.com

¬Matthew Vaughn, Clark Construction,  
Project Executive, (703) 946-3083,  
matt.vaughn@clarkconstruction.com

John Vithoulkas, Henrico County, County Manager,  
(804) 501-4386, coo30@henrico.us

Jennifer Wakefield, Greater Richmond Partnership, 
President & CEO, (804) 643-3227,  
jwakefield@grpva.com

Lori Waran, Richmond Raceway, President,  
(804) 288-7520, lwaran@richmondraceway.com

Scott Warren, Warren Whitney, Director,  
swarren@warrenwhitney.com

¬Jennifer West, Spotts Fain PC, President,  
(804) 697-2094, jwest@spottsfain.com

Polly White, Gather Workspaces, LLC, COO,  
(804) 874-7929, polly@workatgather.com

Doug White, Gather Workspaces, LLC, CEO,  
(804) 363-3744, doug@whitestonepartnersinc.com

¬Whitney White, Strategic Communications Manager, 
Richmond Metropolitan Transportation Authority,  
Strategic Communications Manager, (804) 523-3325, 
whitney.white@rmtaonline.com

Misty Whitehead, Henrico County, Supervisor, 
Three Chopt Magisterial District, (804) 501-4208, 
threechopt@henrico.us

Philip Whiteway, Whiteway Miller and Associates, 
Principal & Co-Founder, (804) 496-1420,  
Phil@WhitewayMiller.com

¬Shareema Williams, TowneBank, Sr. Vice President,  
(804) 401 1654, shareema.williams@townebank.net

Richard Wintsch, Startup Virginia, Executive Director,  
(804) 404-5443, rwintsch@startupvirginia.org

Samuel Young, Astyra, President, (804) 433-1111,  
sam@astyra.com

¬Angela Zenon, Locus (formerly Virginia Community 
Capital), Chief Growth & Strategy Officer,  
(804) 793-0990, azenon@locusimpact.org
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MAKE ANY DAY 
A FUN DAY
Grab your friends and family and come 
to Kings Dominion, Virginia’s ultimate 
destination for fun! With more than 60 
rides, shows, a kids area and attractions, 
there’s something FUN for everyone! Plus, 
visit our all-inclusive water park, Soak City!

For the lowest price tickets,    
purchase online at  
kingsdominion.com
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troutman.com 
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP

Reaching 
new heights.
We are proud to support the 
ChamberRVA InterCity Visit & 
Leadership Conference, and 
to participate in this year’s visit 
to Atlanta alongside Richmond 
business leaders, elected officials, 
and community stakeholders.  
With Troutman Pepper’s deep 
roots in both cities, we look 
forward to celebrating what  
makes them each so special.



S E R V I N G  T H E  R I C H M O N D  R E G I O N

FOR IMMEDIATE NEEDS CALL OR TEXT 

Christy McCurdy (804) 651-1977

SOCIAL 

@ChamberRVA 

Facebook | LinkedIn | Instagram 

#ICV2024


